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Laws, Laws, Laws

     
Rules, laws, and commandments are an integral part of all of our lives.  There are literally thousands and thousands of laws that exist in our country.  There are laws to govern businesses, accidents, marriage and divorce, property ownership, bankruptcy and debt, civil rights, theft, and on and on and on.  

1. What is the purpose of this great body of laws?  

2. Are they inherently good or bad?  Who would see them as good and who would see them as bad?

3. What does this say about mankind?
4. Greg Kunkle made this statement at the last Grill a Christian, “Keys and locks are direct evidences of the total depravity of man.”  What did he mean by that?

God’s Law and Us
     
God has also given us a body of laws through the Israelites.  The most famous ones are the Ten Commandments, but there are many other laws found in Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers.  Moses lived around 1400 BC.  Abraham, the father of the Israelites, lived around 2000 BC.  

5. What governed God’s people for the 600 years before the receiving of the official law?
     
The book of Galatians deals with the issue of the role of the OT laws in a new believer’s life (Galatians 5:1-6).   If you can, read through the whole book of Galatians to get a feel for the context of the letter. 


 John MacArthur writes, “Galatians is the only epistle Paul wrote that does not contain a commendation for its readers – that obvious omission reflects how urgently he felt about confronting the defection and defending the essential doctrine of justification.”  The Jews were insisting that the new believers should obey the old covenant laws - in particular, circumcision.  The question is, what role does the law play in the new believer’s life?
6. Look up Galatians 3:1-8.  In verse 1, Paul reminds the Galatians about the foundation of their faith.  What is it?  Do you sometimes get so entangled with the busyness of your life, even your Christian life, that you forget the One essential truth and foundation of your new life?  How would your life change if, indeed, this One truth was the starting point of everything that you did?

7. Read Galatians 3:10-14.  Arthur spoke last Friday on how the law is a curse for us.  The curse of the law on us can be grouped into a few categories.  Review your notes from last Friday and write the appropriate curse in the right categories.  You can also listen to it (or download it) on the TD web site (www.td.mbcla.org ):
The Law exposes our imperfections.

The Law can never help us get rid of our root problem of sin.
The Law reveals to us the holiness and perfection of the Lawgiver.

The Original Intent
     
Read Galatians 3:15-18.  Paul goes back to Abraham.  In verse 17, Paul mentions a lapse of 430 years.  Between Abraham and Moses is 645 years.  Why the difference?  Paul was using the time calculated between Israel’s sojourn in Egypt and the giving of the law in Sinai.  Even though the promise was made to Abraham, it was repeated to Isaac and Jacob.  The last known reaffirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant to Jacob occurred in Genesis 45:2-4, around 1875 BC, just before he went to Egypt, 430 years before the Mosaic Law was given.
    
 In verse 17-18, Paul writes, “What I am saying is this: the Law, which came 430 years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.  For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.”  

8. Did God’s covenant with Abraham begin as a body of laws?  What significance does that place on the laws that were to follow?  Were the laws meant to be a means or an end?  If it was meant to be a means, what was the intended end?  How did the Scribes and Pharisees treat the Law (Matthew 19:16-26)?  
9. When the Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution and the Amendments, they prohibited the selling of liquor in Amendment 18, and later repealed Amendment 18 by Amendment 21.  Is God doing this in His covenant to us?
     Let’s attempt to tackle Galatians 3:19-22.  The Lord through Paul is now going to reveal to us the right purpose and use of the law.
10. In verse 19 and 23-24, we are given a word picture of what the law is to be like.  What does Paul describe the law to be for us?

11. Many of you go to tutoring to help you with your work.  What are the assets and limitations of the tutor?  How does that relate to us and the law?

     
 In verse 20, Paul talks about a mediator, “Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.”  In Genesis 15:7-21, God alone ratified his promise to Abraham.  In verse 21, Paul states, “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!”  Paul uses the strongest Greek negative - God forbid! God does not need anyone else to ratify His Law nor does He work against Himself.  In verse 22, Paul says that “… the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise of faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”    The phrase, “has shut up” means to enclose on every side. There is no excuse for anyone.
     
The final few verses in Galatians 3 tie it all together.  Starting with verse 26, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”  Arthur concluded the Bible study with “Jesus, Our Righteousness.”  It’s almost like the saying, do you want to hear the good news or the bad news first?  The bad news is that we all fall short and are condemned under the Law.  The Good News is that God has made a way for us.  “For He made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  II Cor. 5:21

12. In verse 28, Paul says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  People who are living under the law are concerned with the outward circumstances and trappings of a person.  People who are living under the Spirit look beyond these things to the commonness that we find in our total depravity of our heart and mind.  How comfortable are you with people who are different from you in appearance and upbringing?   Does this say anything about how you view yourself?

Coram Deo

     
It is human nature to want to justify oneself.  We all like to make excuses.  No one likes to be laid bare under the scrutiny of a bright light.  As we have just studied in God’s Word, our salvation is a process.  The Law serves to lay us bare, warts and all.  Jesus Christ serves to cover us.  He has taken our punishment and the curse that we so rightly deserve.  
    
 Psalm 19 says, “The Law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul.”  There are many ways that people respond to the law.  Some people deceive themselves into thinking that they are able to fulfill the law (legalism).  Others think that the law is irrelevant and outdated (antinomianism).  Where are you in this spectrum of extremes?  God says that the only proper response to the law is to reveal our rottenness.  In our humility, we fall on God’s mercy for His forgiveness and His healing.  Have you done that yet?
     
Dear Heavenly Father:  Help us to be people who live the Law in Spirit and in Truth, not only on the outside but more importantly on the inside, with all humility and gratitude to You for Your provision of the perfect Example and propitiation for us.  In the name of the Lord Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer, Amen.

