BS2 – “God’s Perfect Law”

Timeless Truth: God’s Law For All Time

Total Devotion ‘07-‘08

Introduction

Neil Postman, in his foreword for Amusing Ourselves to Death writes:

Huxley and Orwell did not prophesy the same thing [in their books Brave New World and 1984]. What Orwell feared were those who would ban books.  What Huxley feared was that there would be no reason to ban a book, for there would be no-one who wanted to read one.  Orwell feared those who would deprive us of information.  Huxley feared those who would give us so much that we would be reduced to passivity and egoism.  Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed from us.  Huxley feared the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance.  Orwell feared we would become a captive culture.  Huxley feared we would become a trivial culture.

His book is about the possibility that Huxley, not Orwell, was right. 

1. The above quote truly captures our times.  There is so much information available that we get distracted by the trivial (i.e. facebook, myspace, xanga, etc.).  Write down your thoughts about the above quote, and be prepared to discuss them with  your small group.  What are some of the things you would do if you had more time? 
2. God’s Word is worthy of our time.  In fact, God’s Word is the only source of Truth in this world; it is in a category of its own as a book, and it is a tragedy that we place other books before it.  Consider what Scripture says about itself, and discuss with your small group whether you can testify to that in your life.
a. 2 Timothy 3:16 –

b. 2 Peter 1:21 – 
c. Matthew 4:4 – 
d. John 17:17 –

e. Psalm 19:7-11 – 
3. Consider Psalm 19. The psalmist David uses analogies to express his desire and love of the law.  Using your own analogy, express what the law means to you right now.  What kind of a role does it really play in your life?

4. There are many incredible stories of lives that were transformed by the Bible!  Many of the great men of faith who have accomplished so much for the Lord were at one time like you and me until they met the truth of Scripture, often in a single verse or passage.  Augustine was converted when he read Romans 13:14.  Martin Luther was converted when he read Romans 1:17.  And Ravi Zacharias tells a story of a man named Hien Pham, imprisoned and brainwashed in Vietnam, who came across a page from Romans while doing latrine duty.  Persecuted and confused, he read Romans 8:28 to the end and it transformed his life.  Look up these verses (Romans 1:17; 8:28-39; 13:14) and imagine reading them for the first time.

5. Over the past 40 years Scripture has been under attack.  First it was an attack on the inerrancy of Scripture, then authority, and then sufficiency.  Now we see a shift in the priority of Scripture and an attack on the clarity of Scripture.  Give some examples of this shift in priority in the church today.  How does Psalm 119:130 support the clarity of Scripture?  Plus there are multiple examples in the New Testament of statements like “Have you not read…” (Matthew 12:3, 5; 19:14; 22:31) where it is assumed that Scripture is understandable and its readers are accountable for what they’ve read.
6. The hermeneutics of humility, or the lack of any certainty in our understanding of Scripture, is a hallmark of many of the emerging church leaders.  It sounds a lot like the first question ever posed in Scripture.  Let’s refresh our memory.  Read Genesis 3:1-13 and think about it.  Did Eve know what God had said?  How did she know?  Did the serpent blatantly lie?  What about the way the serpent worded his questions and statements was so devious?
7. Discuss this quote from Brian McLaren:
I hesitate in answering "the homosexual question" not because I'm a cowardly flip-flopper who wants to tickle ears, but because I am a pastor, and pastors have learned from Jesus that there is more to answering a question than being right or even honest: we must also be . . . pastoral. That means understanding the question beneath the question, the need or fear or hope or assumption that motivates the question.

8. What questions do you still have?  Is there anything preventing you from believing in the power of Scripture and its place of authority in our lives?
Coram Deo
For all of us who are believers, we trust in the truth of the Scripture.  We trust in the supernatural revelation of God and agree with its place of priority in our lives.  Yet we also realize how very short we fall in practice of demonstrating and honoring God through reading and practicing what it says in Scripture.  Remember what David said, “More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” (Psalms 19:10-11)  What commitment will you make and be accountable to?
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.”

(Psalms 19:14)
