BS1 – “The Need for True Truth”

Timeless Truth: God’s Law For All Time

Total Devotion ‘07-‘08

Introduction

1. What are some of the characteristics of an educated person in our society?  What are some of the requirements that we suppose he/she has met?

2. What does God consider to be true knowledge?  What comprises true knowledge?  Where does it come from?  Look up some of the following verses:

a. Proverbs 1:7,8 -  

b. Proverbs 2:4-7 –

c. Proverbs 3:19-20 – 

d. Proverbs 4:1,2 – 

3. What are some of the differences between the world’s definition of knowledge and understanding and God’s definition?  What do the respective definitions have to do with our relationship with God and others?

4.   Think about someone you really don’t like very much.  Would you say that you are able have an unbiased view towards their opinions, personality, and actions?   How much of the current thinking about origin of life and morality is objective and how much is due to a predisposed prejudice against the God of the Bible?  How does this relate to what is written in Romans 1:18-32 and Romans 3:10-18?

 “Atheism is not merely a passive unbelief in God but an assertive denial of the major claims of all varieties of theism; atheism contradicts belief in God with a positive affirmation of matter as ultimate reality.”  Can Man Live without God?  By Ravi Zacharias  

Understanding the Law

4. Does the mention of a spiritual dimension of life in the public schools violate the First Amendment?  Explain.

Article 1 (1791)– Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people to peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

5.  Let’s take a brief look at some of the history of education in the United States:

Massachusetts General School Law of 1647

The 1647 legislation specifically framed ignorance as a Satanic ill to be circumvented through the education of the country's 

young people. It required every town having more than 50 families to hire a teacher, and every town of more than 100 families to establish a "grammar school". Failure to comply with the mandate would result in a fine of £5. The grammar school clause was intended to prepare students to attend Harvard College, whose mission was to prepare young men for the ministry
The New England Primer was the first widely used textbook in America.  It was used during the 18th and 19th century to teach students how to read.  

Among other Scriptural references, it contains the 107 questions and answers from the Westminster Shorter Catechism :


Question 1:  What is the chief end of man?  

Answer:  Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.  

Question 2:  What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him?  

Answer:  The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, is the only rule to direct how we may glorify God and enjoy Him etc.  

Why was the Primer not cited as violating the First Amendment?  Explain.

6.   John Stott says, “Faith and sight are set in opposition to each other in Scripture, but not faith and reason. The Bible is full of logic; and we must never think of faith as something purely mystical.”   Is this the approach that is taken towards faith in the school setting?  Is this the approach that we take concerning our faith?  Are you able to “see” everything that you study in school?  Do you need to employ “faith” to believe in the things that you are taught?

7.  Read John 18:33-38.  Why does Jesus answer a question with a question?   It is said that intent always precedes content.  How does this apply in this situation?   What is the intent of people who refute Scripture?
8.   In John 18:37, Jesus said, “Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”   We must be of the truth before we can hear His voice.   Our relationship with God is the thing that enables us to understand and believe Truth.  Any attempt for us to share Truth with a non-Christian should always have the goal that they may come to know God, not just win an argument.  We need to be patient.  We also need to be loving.  The Gospel message is offensive enough to a non-Christian.  Like Ravi says, don’t cut off a person’s nose and then give them a rose to smell.    Share with the group any person that you are currently witnessing to.
9.  Since the landscape and demography of the United States has changed over the years, how do we handle the many different cultures and beliefs?  In order to be sensitive and loving to people, do we need to conclude that “I’m ok and you’re ok,” and all views are equally valid?   Do you think our present public educational system is handling the differences satisfactorily?  

“Tolerance puts man and his views as more important than an Absolute above him.” True Truth by Art Lindsley
Fighting the Good Fight

Since most of you are students, and plan to be students for the next 4-8 years, how do you plan to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength”? (Mark 12:30)
10.  Recognize the Battle – Read I John 2:15-17, II Timothy 3, and Romans 1:18-32 again.  What is it in the educational system that is appealing to you?  What kinds of things do you take pride in?  Examine your motives for learning.  Do you gain your self-worth or glory from your accomplishments?   Are you willing to lay these ambitions at the Cross?  What is your approach?  Are you just hoping to “keep out of trouble” while going through the system?

11.  Seek to do your best for His Gory – Read Colossians 3:23,24.  God gave us each special gifts and talents.  He expects us to use them.  We need to take each opportunity to do our work as if we are doing it for Him.  Do you sometimes take short cuts because you don’t think others are watching?  Do you sometimes “play the system” to just get by?  Are you letting your education get in the way of your learning?  How do you plan to use your skills to serve Him?

12.  Make learning and understanding the Bible a priority in your life – Read Joshua 1:8.  No one can prevent you FROM loving the Word of God, or mandate you TO love it.   Read John 14:23, 24.  How do we know if we love Jesus?  Do you take every opportunity to grow in His Word?  Do you see Sunday School and Total Devotion as just a time to see your friends, or as a time to engage your mind in the discussion of the Word?  How do you spend your “free time” at home?  Share in your group how you can change and improve in this area.

13.  Refuse to accept a compromised education and lifestyle.  Are you placing His Truth and Standards above the truth and standards of society?  For college, don’t just consider the “secular” reputation of a school.  Think about your living situation, the impact your presence or absence will have with your family and your church family.  Will you be willing to speak up to defend your beliefs even if it costs you your grade in the class?  Are you allowing God to fight the battle for you? Or are you depending on human wisdom and ways to be “successful”? (Judges 6:11-8:7)

14.  Keep your eyes on the Prize.  Read Matthew 6:33 and Mark 8:34-38.  In terms of your learning, whose voice are you listening to?   Are you willing to step to the beat of a different Drummer?  Are you preoccupied with the same concerns that everyone else is concerned about?  Every decision is yes/no.  You can’t have everything.  If you want to be like everyone else, you can’t be set apart for the Lord.  If you want to be set apart for the Lord, you can’t be like everyone else.

Error is like evil.  As evil is to good, so is error to truth.  Error is cognitive evil.  Lack of personal truth prevents us from grasping propositional truth apart from some special work of the Holy Spirit.   Our human finiteness prevents us from and makes us risk error whenever we generalize.  All Truth is God’s Truth, by Arthur F. Holmes
Coram Deo

 Lord, You know which reality we are truly living in.  We cannot fool You.  Help us to know that You are the Truth.  When we reject the Truth, we are not merely rejecting a principle but we are rejecting a Person.  May Your Word, Lord, be the driving force behind all learning.  May Your Truth be the Truth that we seek to make all other truth submit.  Help us to stand strong against the vain and illogical philosophies of this age.  Help us to love people in spirit and in truth.  

