BS4 – “No Greater Love” John 15:12-17
Knowing You

Total Devotion ’05 – ‘06

1. Anything “good” that can take a life of its own can be fatally dangerous.    In John 15:4-11, Arthur mentioned that the word “abide” was used 10 times.  Therefore, abiding must be a key principle in our life as a Christian.  If we stop abiding, John 15 tells us that we are like a cut off branch that is thrown away and eventually burned.  How can something “good” actually become something bad?  Read the following story and explain how something “good” actually became a problem.
Becca is a talented artist.  When her friend Nicole was injured and had surgery on her knee, Becca visited her in the hospital and painted a Hawaiian beach scene on Nicole’s cast.   The woman who shared the room asked Becca if she would paint a design on her cast as well.
Before she knew it, Becca had done more than 20 paintings on various patients’ casts in the hospital.  She made friends with the nurses and the patients loved her artwork.
Several doctors complained that patients were not resting and staying in their rooms – they had taken to wandering around showing off their cast artwork.
One doctor told a nurse to ask Becca not to paint casts anymore since it was interfering in her patient’s care (and the patient’s of other doctors).  Becca had been considering this a mission or a ministry of her own.
 She is heartbroken over not being allowed to paint casts anymore.

a. Was Becca’s intent and deed of painting casts a good thing?
b. What were the doctor’s intentions of stopping Becca from painting casts?
c. What should Becca’s next step be?
d. Has something like this ever happened to you?

2. Go through the following topics and discuss how each seemingly good thing might take a life of its own apart from the Lord.  In verse 5 Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.”  How can we make sure that all that we do is a result of abiding in the Lord?  What signs can we see that might warn us that we are doing things by our own strength and wisdom?
a. studying and school
b. family relationships

c.  friendships with people of the same sex

d.  friendships with people of the opposite sex

e.  going to church/ serving in church

f.  playing sports in school/ taking a leadership position at school

g.  computer use

h. eating

3. In John 15:12-17, Jesus starts talking about loving one another.  Read or recite those 6 verses.   In verse 12, Jesus says, “This is my commandment that you love one another just as I have loved you.”  The result of abiding in Jesus will be a person who loves others with God’s love.  In 1 John 4:7-8, it says, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  God is defined to be the ultimate source of all true love, He is the greatest Lover.
a. List 10 ways that Jesus showed Himself to be love personified.  (Look through the Gospels to help you)


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


7.


8.


9.


10.

b. List 10 ways that society uses the words love/lovers.

1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


7.


8.


9.


10.

c. What are the similarities and differences?
d. What kinds of things would encourage and cause you to focus on the world’s definition of a lover/love?  What kinds of things would encourage and cause you to focus on God’s definition of a lover/love?  
4. In the first question, it was stated, Anything “good” that can take a life of its own can be fatally dangerous.  Can this be true of love?  Spend time this week pondering your perception of love.  The love of God that comes from Him and is rooted in Him is the greatest of all.  Therefore, love that “takes a life of its own” can be the exact antithesis of  God’s love -  harmful, destructive, and evil.  
Let’s humble ourselves to admit that we don’t know the Author of all love as intimately as we should. We don’t turn to Him as our greatest Source and Advisor on how to love others as He would want us to.  This realization can make all the difference between having relationships that help us to grow closer to God and relationships that draw us away from Him.  Relationships that aren’t rooted in the Lord will eventually lead to loss and despair.  Go around the group and share and pray about any relationship that isn’t rooted in Him and has “taken a life of its own”. 
