8 – Reading the Bible Existentially

Session 8

Knowing Scripture

I. We should read the Bible as people who are ________________, __________________, and __________________ involved with what we are reading

A. Read the Bible _________________________________________________________________.
B. Read the Bible _________________________________________________________________.
C. Read _______________________ BUT stay within ____________________________________.

1. Use your ____________________________ to bring out the ___________________ and the _______________________ that’s there.

2. Allow for ___________________________ but do not _________________________________ ( narrative must be interpreted in light of the didactic.
3. Use the ________________ (contact, context, content, conclusions, consult) to dig under the surface and help you with the background, the context, the historical backdrop, cultural distinctives, etc. 
II. The importance of reading the Bible existentially

III. Small Groups

In small groups, develop a short skit (less than 5 minutes) to dramatize the following passages in an existential way – that helps the reader “feel” the passage:
1. Genesis 22:1-19 
2. Leviticus 10:1-3 (read Ch. 9 for context) 
3. Luke 17:11-19 
4. Luke 22:39-45 
5. 2Samuel 6:1-8 
IV. Homework



Choose one of the following assignments (or both! () to complete to aid you in reading the Bible 



existentially:
A. Read through Galatians in one sitting, jotting down the major themes that Paul addresses.  Read the letter again, but this time note all the emotions Paul expresses as he writes.  How do the intellectual and emotional elements fit together?  How do you respond to the emotional content?  What is Paul so exercised about?



Major Themes


Paul’s Emotions
B. Jesus seemed to create drama, heightening it at times in his encounters with people.  Study the following passages and identify the dramatic elements.  Read between the lines and add what you believe to be legitimate elements untold in the narrative.  Read each story aloud, communicating the emotions and intensity that would have originally been present.


While we tend to downplay the dramatic, Jesus, who was sovereign and in control of each situation, 
heightened the dramatic.  Why?



Mark 8:31-33



John 11:1-44



Matthew 8:23-27, 8:28-34



Matthew 23:1-39



John 19:1-16

