7 – The Historical Narrative

Session 7

Knowing Scripture

I. The historical narrative must be interpreted by the didactic.

A. Do not set ______________________________________ against another – especially in narratives

B. D_______________________ literature is literature designed to teach

C. In NT – gospels are primarily ____________________ and epistles are primarily ______________________ (not absolutely but generally)
II. Do not draw conclusions from ___________________________ only.

A. Abraham and Isaac – Gen. 21:1-12 – “for now I know that you fear God” (
B. Does God change His mind?  Exodus 32:14 – “God changed His mind (NASB)/repented (KJV) about the harm which He said He would do to His people”
C. Does God have a body? ( Gen. 1:27 – “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female, He created them” 

III. We must be careful about conclusions drawn from ______________________________.

IV. We should realize that great Bible heroes were also _______________________ and should not necessarily be ________________________ in all things.

V. Be careful of conclusions drawn from the _______________________________.
VI. Small Groups – 1Corinthians 15 ( Read your assigned passage and summarize:



1.  vv. 1-19
2. vv. 20-38
3. vv. 39-49
4. vv. 50-58

A. The historical narrative portions of the passage

B. Principles that can be gleaned from the narrative portions

C. The didactic portions of the passage

1. Instructive parts of the didactic

2. Declarative parts of the didactic

VII. Homework
Read through the gospel of John (3 chapters a day) making notes based on the following questions: 
A. What is purely historical information?  
B. What is didactic?  
C. Whom/what should I imitate?  
D. Whom/what should I not imitate?  
E. What in Christ’s life should I imitate?  
F. What commands must I obey?
