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“Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect what is right in the sight of all men.”










Romans 12:17

Respect What is Right in the Sight of Men


Since we spent a fair amount of time during the lecture on this verse, and about this topic in the “Bless Your Persecutors” study, I will focus this study on the next verse.  Feel free to bring me a 90-minute tape if you want a copy of the lecture.


However, I’d like to add some insight that Sandra made to me about respecting what is right in the sight of all men.  Let’s start with an example.  


If someone cuts us off on the freeway, you become angered and may respond in an emotional manner by speeding ahead and cutting them off in return, or driving on the side of them, cursing at them and giving them the finger (I hope none of you would do that!), or something of the like that.  However, most people around the situation who are more rational and not so emotionally involved would say that your response was inappropriate.  


There are many other examples (i.e. getting elbowed playing basketball, etc.) Sandra observes that when someone wrongs us, we tend to always take it personally, so that it becomes a personal thing.  Thus, we respond back in a personal way as well, seeking some sort of revenge against that person.  However, this verse is calling us to take a step back and see what other objective people would say is the right response in this situation.  We are to take the emotional personal nature out of the matter and see what response would be right “in the sight of most (all) men.”  I think that’s a great point.

“If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”










Romans 12:18

Being at Peace with Men
While the peace referred to in Romans 12:18 certainly includes your basic, everyday non-antagonistic peace, further study of Scripture shows that it means much more.  God is not calling us to merely live passively in absence of conflict with others; rather, He is calling to actively pursue peacemaking.  Since this charge is given in the context of dealing with those who are persecuting you (see vv. 14, 17, 19), Paul is saying that, as disciples of Christ, we need to represent Him as closely and as accurately as possible.  It’s not about how YOU feel and what YOU want; it’s about trying to think, feel, and act as much like HIM as possible, so our family, friends, acquaintances, and even enemies have “tasted” Christ (supernatural) when dealing with us (natural).

1. In responding to a friend, acquaintance, or enemy who has wronged you, either accidentally or intentionally, list some thoughts, feelings, and impressions that you think God wants them to be left with after your response.

2. One of Coach John Wooden’s favorite sayings is, “If you fail to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”  He had the most prepared team in the country.  His players would say that compared to his practices, the games were a breeze.  In what ways can you prepare yourself, so that when the time comes for you to respond to evil or insult, you will have the best chance to respond in a God-honoring manner?

3. What do you think will be the most difficult challenge for you in getting yourself to respond in this way?

4. Are there ever times when Christians are called not to be at peace?  (Acts 5:29)  Are we called to pursue peace at all costs?  If not, where should you draw the line in determining how far to pursue peace?  What factors come into play?

We Represent the God of Peace
5. Look up the following verses and note the areas of life and the types of peace that God grants:

a. Lev. 26:6





f.  1Cor. 14:33

b. 1Kings 2:33





g.  1Thess. 5:23

c. Ps. 29:11





h.  2Thess. 3:16

d. Ezek. 34:25





i.  Hebrews 13:20

e. Rom. 16:20

Jesus: The Prince of Peace?
We’re all familiar with Jesus’ miraculous healings, His defense of the outcasts, and His teachings of love.  However, there are times when Jesus leaves us a little uncomfortable, like when someone you love and respect acts in a manner you’re not sure you agree with.  Let’s look at a few protracted passages to get a feel for Jesus’ life and vision.

6. Jesus’ coming was long awaited by the Jews.  Look up these verses and summarize what the expectations were upon Jesus’ arrival.  

a. Is. 9:6

b. Luke 1:76-79

c. Luke 2:10-14

7. From the following verses, jot down what Jesus and Paul are communicating.

a. John 14:25-27

b. John 16:33

c. Phil. 4:6-7

How do these verses make you feel about your future on this earth?

8. Matt. 10:34–39 and Luke 12:49-53 record Jesus’ own words about why He came to earth. How do these quotes make you feel?

Try to interpret what is Jesus really saying in these passages?  

9.  To follow up on those verses, read the following passages and make note of Jesus’ key words and actions.

a. Matt. 23:1-36 (Note that “woe” means “cursed” or “doomed” and is a pronouncement)

b. Mark 11:15-18

9. On the surface, the passages of Jesus in questions 8 and 9 seem to betray what we’ve always been taught about Jesus.  What explanations can we give regarding Jesus’ speech and actions?    

Being Peacemakers
In God’s ultimate definition, being a peacemaker involves more than being able to bring a truce between parties.  A true peacemaker is one who brings true peace, His peace, into people’s lives.  God’s peacemaker attempts to lead others to have peace with God, which can only happen if the peacemaker himself has peace with God.


Early in my Christian life, I learned that I cannot give what I don’t have.  If I don’t have peace, I cannot give it to others.  I also learned that I can only give others to the extent that I have it.  For example, if I only have $10, I cannot give more than that, but if I have $1000, I can give up to $1000.  It’s the same spiritually as well.

10. How would you characterize your relationship with God at this point in your life?  Write down the strengths and weaknesses of your relationship with Him.  Describe the areas that are perhaps robbing you of some peace.  Are there times when you “know” your relationship is going very well?  When do those times occur?

11. Read James 3:15-18.  It contrasts earthly wisdom and heavenly wisdom, and says, “the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable”.  What do you think that means and why not “pure and peaceable” or  “first peaceable, then pure”?  What are the implications for our lives?

12. Read Matt. 5:1-12.  Pay attention to those who are blessed, why they are blessed, and what their blessing will be.  Why do you think peacemakers are the ones who shall be called sons of God?  What is implied when one is called a son of God?  Why not the pure in heart, or the merciful, or the poor in spirit, or any other?

13. What do the following verses instruct us about peace?  

a. Eph. 2:14-18

b. Rom. 14:19

c. 1Thess. 5:13

d. Heb. 12:14

“The essential fact to comprehend is that the peace about which Jesus speaks is more than the absence of conflict and strife; it is the presence of righteousness.  Only righteousness can produce the relationship that brings two parties together.  Men can stop fighting without righteousness, but they cannot live peaceably without righteousness.  Righteousness not only puts an end to harm, but it administers the healing of love.


God’s peace not only stops war but replaces it with the righteousness that brings harmony and true well-being.  Peace is a creative, aggressive force for goodness.  The Jewish greeting  shalom wishes “peace” and expresses the desire that the one who is greeted will have all the righteousness and goodness God can give.  The deepest meaning of the term is “God’s highest good to you.”










John MacArthur

14. Paul says, “If possible, so far as it depends on you”.  How far are we to go in our attempts to be at peace?  At what point, if any, should we abandon our efforts for peace?  Are there times when it’s OK for us to be enemies with others?

15. For a lot of us, we may not have many enemies, per se, but we may have relationships that we just tolerate, or are forced to be in due to circumstance (i.e. Kobe and Shaq).  Let’s face it.  We all know people we kind of like or respect but, at the same time, we kind of don’t like and don’t respect.  What about those relationships?  How are we to treat them?

No Peace, No Worship
In Matthew 5:23-24, Jesus hints that acceptability of our worship is directly tied to the quality of our relationships.

We are to make sure there are no grudges against us and that we hold no grudges.  If there are, we must proactively do what we can to reconcile.  We cannot offer acceptable worship otherwise, nor will we be able to truly worship freely and authentically.

Have you ever been at the dinner table where some of the members of the family were angry at each other?  We have at our house.  It’s not a pleasant time at dinner.  Nor is it at worship, especially for our Father.  He cannot truly receive our worship when it is borne out of disobedience and disunity (“To obey is better than sacrifice” 1Sam. 15:22).

I recall once that I was at a birthday party but had some unresolved issues with someone else at the party.  We spent the entire time away from the party working out our issues.  Unfortunately, we really didn’t honor the birthday honoree.  However, neither would we have if we had just feigned civility when our hearts were burning inside.  That long talk was a big step in the right direction for us, and, thankfully, the birthday person understood what needed to be done.  I believe God would feel the same way if you missed a worship service in order to obey Him, humble yourself, and reconcile with a brother or sister; for that is what true worship is about, obedience.

Coram Deo
1. Are there any relationships in your life that require some extra efforts on your part to mend?  Remember, a sustained break in peace must never be due to you.  You must exhaust all avenues for peace before leaving a relationship broken – “so far as it depends on you”.  Make plans now to begin the process of reconciliation.

2. God most notably demonstrates His peacemaking in His ever-so-generous plan of reconciliation for us; for “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, (so) that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2Cor. 5:21)  Stop.  Read that again.  Did you get that?!!  Are you able to grasp the weight and immense magnitude of that truth?!!  It ought to bring you to your knees in gratitude and humbleness.  



In fact, go ahead and get on your knees right now.  Meditate and be overwhelmed at the lengths He has gone to in order for you to have peace with Him forever.  Marvel not only at His flawless and Self-sacrificing plan, but also at His attention to the details of your life.  Meditate on how faithful He has been to you, and be specific.  Offer up grateful prayers of appreciation.  

