“Unity in Diversity” – Romans 12:3-8
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As we studied in Romans 12:1-2, Paul teaches that we must offer our bodies as living sacrifices in worship of our God.  From true spiritual worship naturally flows true spiritual service.  That is God’s ordained method:  worship first, then service. 

Not only has God provided us with the faith to worship Him, He has also provided us with the spiritual gifts to serve Him.  Unfortunately, we are still in constant battle with our sinful nature and often times mistake God’s blessings as our own doing.  Worse yet, we seek to use those blessings for our own selfish glory, which dishonors both God and His body of believers.  God-given gifts must be used for God-given purposes.  As the body of Christ, we are called to bring glory to God in all that we do.

Proper Attitude – True Humility

“For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”  Romans 12:3

1.  How does your attitude affect the way you:  do your homework, play sports, talk with friends, speak with your parents?  What are the results when you have a good attitude vs. a bad attitude?

2.  According to Philippians 2:1-11, what is the call to Christian’s in our attitudes? 

3.  What do the following verses say about why we should have humble attitudes?

a. Ephesians 2:8-9

b. 1 Timothy 1:12-14

c. 1 Corinthians 4:6-7

d. 1 Peter 5:5

4.  Society today looks down on humility.  People are encouraged and even rewarded for prideful exhibits of their accomplishments.    This type of thinking has even seeped into the church body through the use of spiritual gifts, or lack thereof.

a. In what areas of your life do you struggle with humility?   Please share with your group at least one area.

b. In ways do you think you can cultivate an attitude of humility in this area of your life?

A Christian’s proper attitude is humility.  A lack of humility can often cause stumbling in yourself and the people around you.  We are unable to use our spiritual gifts in productive service to the body until we set ourselves aside.  Once we recognize that everything we have received is not deserved or earned, but by God’s grace alone, we can begin to use our gifts in the manner that God desires.

Proper Relationship – Unity in Diversity
“For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”  Romans 12:4-5

5.  The human body is an incredible machine with many parts that keep the body running smoothly.  Each part has a unique function, but yet all serve to keep the body alive.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, Hebrews 10:23-25 and Matthew 5:14-16.  What unifies the body of Christ and what is its purpose?  

6.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-20.  According to this passage, what potential problems do you see when a part of the body is not unified in the purpose of the whole body?  What principles should we take away as it relates to the body of MBCLA and how can you apply them this Sunday?

7.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:18 again.  This verse teaches that God has arranged each part of the body just as He wanted them to be, in His perfect wisdom.  How does this affect our understanding of our spiritual gifts and the function we serve in the body?

How should this knowledge, along with Ephesians 4:16 and Philippians 1:27, affect the way we interact with other parts of the Christ’s body?

8.  When you come to church on Friday nights for fellowship, or Sunday mornings for worship, have you ever wondered how everything is already prepared?  How do the programs get folded with all the inserts inside?  Who put all the hymnals under the chairs?  How does the sound and lighting work every week?  Who stocks the bathrooms?  How come the trashcans don’t just overflow every week?   Read 1 Corinthians 12:21-26.  What are some practical ways that we can honor and “show equal concern” for all parts of the body?

Each person has a unique blend of gifts that are accentuated by their personalities and experiences.  That diversity of gifts is what allows the body to accomplish its different functions.  But ultimately, those functions can lose their usefulness if the whole body is not unified in one purpose.  Christians are to use their gifts to bless one another and further the mission of the church, which is Christ’s body.

Proper Service – Exercising our gifts
“Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly:  if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”  

Romans 12:6-8

9.  God has gifted each believer and provided him/her with the resources necessary to exercise those gifts.  What do the following verses say about the purpose of our spiritual gifts?

a. 1 Corinthians 12:7

b. Ephesians 2:10

c. Ephesians 4:11-13

10.  What do you think your spiritual gifts are?   If you need help identifying them, ask your counselor. 

How are you using your spiritual gifts to build up the body?

Coram Deo

Is there anything in your life that is keeping you from using your spiritual gifts to bless the body?  Are you using your gifts in a selfish manner or in a way that causes you to be prideful?  Do you feel that your gifts are not significant enough to be used?  Or are you just sometimes too lazy?

Each believer has been perfectly gifted and is to use those gifts in a “manner worthy of the gospel of Christ”.  Confess to God anything that is hindering you and commit yourself to worship and serve God for His glory alone.

